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1. (Currently Aroended) In a computer system, said system including a Basic li^ut Output 
System ( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), a method for displaying 
selected content to a user of said system during said Power On Self Test, said method 
comprising the steps of: 



retrieving selected content ftom a designated persistent storage medium location during 
said Power On Self Test, said designated persistent storage medium separate &om a storage 
mcdi\im holdiixg said BIOS ; 

creadne a lime interval betwe en the completion of said Power Qn Self Test and a 
con^encement of the loading of an operatin g system for said comomer system; 

displaying said selected content to said user durin g at least part of tho remaind e r o ^aid 
Power On Self Tes t and durina at least pan the created time interval: 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of flnid . Powor Qon SolFTea tt he loading of t he opcraiing 
System : and 

di^laying the updated selected content to a user during at least part of the next execution 
of said Power On Self Tes t and a sabsequei rt created time interval between the completion of 
said Power Qn Self Test and a commencement of the lo ading of an operating system for said 
coyi^put^r systeff^. 

2. (Original) The method of claim I wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occtars by automatically transfeiring said selected 
contem from a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent storage meditmi 
locatioa 

3. (Original) The method of claim I wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content from 
a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent storage medium location in 
response to a request from said user. 
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4. c Cwrently Amended) Jhe meihod claim 1 wherein ^I n a oQmpuTor oyoiomi ooid pyotom 
including a Bai^io Input Output Syotoro ( BIOS ), said BIOS inoluding a Powor On Solf ToaT 
t POST ), a mothod for diopla^ing aolootod oontont to a uQor of sciid s ystem during paid Po weg 
On Solf Tooti said moihod QQmprii:ang the stops of: 
mitiating aaid Powor On Self Toot; 

.. Totrioving aol e ot e d oontont from a dosis^tod ptarsi s iont Gtorago modaxun location during 

s aid Powor On Solf Toot; 

dioplaydng ooid a e locxod oontont to ooid usor during tli e romaindor of ooid Powor On Self 

ypdaxing t^ o solootud pomoni etofwl in Quid dooignatod pormotent st og ggo modimn 

te flarion subGoqucnt to xho oomplotlon of - 0014 Power On Solf T e pty said updating of the selected 
content stored in said designated persisteni storage medium location occuisins by automaricaUy 
Transferring said selected content from a remote location to said designated persistent storage 
medium locationr^snd 

displaying th e updated QolQctcd oontont to - u usor during the next oacocutton of Qaid ^^owey 
On Solf T e st , 

5. (Original) The method of claim I wherein said updating of the selected content stored in said 
designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content from 
a remote location to said designated persistqii storage medium location in response to a request 
friom said user. 



6, (Previously presented) The method of claim I further comprising the steps of: 

providing a process on said computer system to poll a remote location for updated 
content; 

transferring a portion of said updated content from said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over an established network connection, said 
transfer occurring in response to polling from said process, said polling occurring based on past 
polling history from said process to said remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth available to said transfer, and 
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predicrittg the effective bandwidth mailable to future transfers of said i^dated content 
based on the history of transfers from said retnote location to said persistent storage medium and 
the results of the transfer of said portion of said updated content; 

computing the time interval to wait until the transfer of the next portion of said updated 

content to said designated persistent storage medium location based on said predicted future 

bandwidth; and 

transferring said next portion of said updated content from said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium, the size of said next portion based on said predicted future 
bandwidth. 

7. (Original} The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of; 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; and 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-detemuned parameter 
prior to deterauning the available bandwidth of said network connection- 
s' (Previoiisly presented) The method of claim I fhrther comprising.the steps of: 

determining the central processing tmit { CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined parameter; 
establishing a cormection between said computer system and said remote location 
containing updated content when said CPU usage is below said parameter, and 

transferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated persistent 
storage medium location using said cormection. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing urut ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined 
parameter; and 

traitsfening said updated content from a second persistent storage medium to said 
designated persistent storage medium location 
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10, (Cxwreutly Amended) to ft computor oystpiu, oaid sysrcnn iacluding a Bofiio - Input Qutpat 
Syatom ( BIOS ), said BIOS inoluding a Powor On Solf Tost ( POST ), a muThod for displa^inj:; 
GOlootod oomom to a usor of said oyottam during said Powor On Solf Togu said mexhod 
rt^inpriQiTij; ThQ GtopG of! The mcthod of claim 1 wherein 



romoving s olootod contont firom a dosigaatcd porsiGtom storago modiwn looaxion during 

aoid power On Self T e st y 

displaying said selected content displayed t o said user during th e romaindor -ef^aid 
Power On Self Toot; said djopTayod solootod oontont boina isjctrieved based upon a user profile 
containing information about the individual nsert 

updating Tho o o lootod oontont stored in said doaignatod poroistom storftgo modiwn 

looation cubsoquoni to tfao couiplotion of said PowcajF On Solf Test ■ and 

di splaying tho updated solootod oontont to a user dining tbo noaa oxooution of &aid Po weg 
On S olf Test . 

11-12. (CanccUed) 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 . fu rther comprising the steps of: In a (x>mputor 
s ystem, said syotom including a Basic Input Output System ( -B IOS ), said BIOS in&luding a 
Pewer On Solf Toot ( POST ), a method for displaying Golooted contont to a user of said syatom 
during said Power On Solf Toot, said mothod comprising tho steps of; 

initiating said Power On Self Tost; 

querying said user during said Power On Self Test; 

rotricving oelootod contont from o deoignatod poroiotont storage modium locution during 
said Power On Self TQot; 

displaying said selected content to said user durin^g tho romoindor of ooid Power On S olf 
^ 5 t; tho displayed flideotod content b ased i^on the responses fiom said user to said quer^^; 

updating tho sot e ct e d oontont stored in said dooigaittod persistent s torago modium 
looation fiubooquont to tho oomplotion of said Power On Solf Test, and 

di s playing tho updated ooleotod ooniont to o uoor during the noxt oxooution of said Power 

On Solf Tost . 
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14. (Cuirently Aqciended) In a computer system, said system mcluding a Basic Input Output 
System ( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST )> a method for displaying 
selected content to a user of said systexn, said method comprising the steps of: 
executing said Power On Self Test; 

creating a time interval benveen the completion of said Power On Self Test and a 

commencement of the loading of an operating s ystem for said computer system: 



retrieving selected content ftom a designated persistent storage medium location 
&ub&e<|iient to the completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to loading m -the o perating 
system for said computer system into menoory, said designated persistent storage medimn 
separate irom a storage mediimpt holding said BIOS; 

displaying said selected content to said ixser jfra aduring sai4 created ^Tr\e interval 
following the completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to loading an-ihe,operaiiiig 
system for said computer system into mempry; 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during an interval between the next 
execution of said Power On Self Test and next commencement of the loading of aa-the 
operating system for said computer system into memory. 

15. (Origittal) The method of claim 14 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in 
said designated persistent storage medium location occurs by aiatomatically transferring said 
selected content ftom a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent storage 
medium location, 

16, (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein said iqidating of the selected content stored m 
said designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content 
fiom a second persistent storage medium to said designated persistent stomge medium location 
in response to a request from said user. 
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17. (Currently Amended ) Tlie method of claim 14 wherein In a oomputer svstom. caid system 
includinig - a Baoic Input OuTput System ( BIO S ) , o oid BIOS inoluding - »Powor On Self Tost ( 
POST ), a method for displaying soloctod content to a uoor of wid fiyfitom, sai d method 
oomprioing tho otops of: 

oxoouting said Power On Solf Tost; 

r e tri e vin g oolootod oomom from a dopignftt e d per s istcmt Qiomfio medium location 

subs e qu e nt lo tho oomplction of ooid Pow(» On S e lf T e st and prior to loading on opomting 
system for said oomputor s ystum into momory ; 

dioplaying said sel eoted-ooa iont to ooid usor in an interval following tho oomplot^ionof 

poid Fowor On Self Togt and prior to loadmg on operating system for said oomput^^aiom into 
momory ^ 

updaxing the solootod content Gtor - od in ooid dooignatod poraistcgii storago modium 

looatioo oubGoquont to th e completion of loading coid opoHtting sy s tem into m e mory, 
said updating of the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location occunsing by automatically transferring said selected content from a remote location to 
said designated persistent storage inedimn locationi-aRd 

displaying tho updated gclootod cont e nt to a user during on intorv^al between tho next 
execution of said Pow e r On Self Topt and noxt loa^ng of an operating system for said oomputor 
system into memory . 

18. (Original) The me0u>d of claim 14 wherein said updating of the selected content stored in 
said designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content 
from a remote location to said designated persistent storage medium location in response to a 
request &om said user. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

providing a process on said computer system to poll a remote location for updated 
content; 

transferring a portion of said updated content fiom said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage mediimi location over an established nerivorjc connection, said 
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rransfer occwiing in response to polling from said process, said polling occuiring based on past 

polling history from said process to said remote location; 

determining the effective bandwidth available to said transfer, and 

predicting the effective bandwidth available to future nransfers of said i^dated content 

based on the history of transfers from said remote location to said persistent storage medium and 

the results of the transfer of said portion of said updated content; 

computing the time interval to wait until the transfer of the next portion of said updated 

content to said designated persistent storage medium location based on said predicted futwe 

bandwidth; and 

transferring said next portion of said updaied content from said i^nnotc locauon to said 
designated persistent storage medium, the sizp of said next portion based on said predicted future 
bandwidth. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) i»sage of said computer system; and 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-deterrained parameter 
prior to determining the available bandwidth of said network connection. 

21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing imit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 

comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-determined parameter; 

establishing a connection between said computer system and said remote location 
containing updated content when said CPU x^age is below said parameter; and 

traiisferring said updated content from said remote location to said designated persistent 
storage noedium location using said connection. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising the steps of: 

determining tbe central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said computer system; 
comparing said CPU usage of said computer system against a pre-detertnined 
parameter, and 

transferring said updated content from a second persistent storage medium to said 
designated persistent storage medimn location. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 In a oompuToy fiyfitom. nyr.Tnm irtAinrtm^. n 
Buoio Input Output I Syotom ( BIOS ), Goid BIOS iactodmg o Power Qn S ojf Toot ( POST X a 
mothod for diGplaym^ oolootod oontont to a usor of oaid oyotom, oaid mothod oomprising tfao 
i»topQ - of: 

o?£Oouting Qoid Powor On Self Tost; 

rotrioving oolootod oontoat from a dooigaatod poroiptwt Gtonigo modimn location 

oubooquont to xlxo oomplotion of (3Qid Powor On Solf Toot and prior to teftding on openiting 
system for said computor -s y fl tom - into motnor^^ ^ 

displaying , said - so l ected content to ■ said user - iu - aia inyowal " follQwio t g - <he< t omp l ot i on of 

said Power On Solf Tost atKl prior to loading on e^ranng ^ W^m for aoid oomputor cyfltom into 
memory, wherein the selected content displayed to said user is retrieved based upon a user 
profile containing information about the individual useir 

updating tho GQlootod oontont storcxi in ooid dopignat e d p e rsi & t & m storago mediuHft 

location subaoqu e qt to tho completion of loading ooid operating system into m e mory; and 

displaying tfae - up d atod Golootod oontpnt to a ujxmt during tho next OAOcution of said Power 
Qn Self Tost , 

24-25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Clirrently Amended) The meth od nfg] ai m 14. comprising the further steps of: In a oomputor 
cystem, said oyctom inoloding a Basic Input Output Systom ( BIOS X - Goid BIOS including - a 
Pow e r Qn Solf Toot ( POS^), a moihod for displaying solootod oont e nt to a user of paid oyotom, 
Qoid mothod oompriaing the QtopQ of: 

ex e cuting said Power On Solf Toot; 

querying said user during said Power On Self Test; and 

retrioving - oolootod oont e nt &am a dopignotod poniistcnt storage modiutn location 
o ubpo q uont to tho completion of ooid Powor Qn Solf Toot ond prior to loading on opomting 
syst e m for said oomputor Gystom into mom efy-y 

displaying said selected content to said user m-af iduring said create4 interval following 
the completion of ooid Powor On Solf T o st and prior to loading an oporating oystom for said 
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t30Tpputor pysiom into momory, ooid displayod oomoot b ased upon the responses fiom said user 
to said queries^ 

updating tho s olooiod oontont storod in said dosignatod poraioiem storago m a dimn 
loootion isubQcqucat to the coroplotion of loading said operating aystotn into mcrooiy.and 

di^Iayiit^hQ - iipdi»t<»d -fi Qlootod oontem - to a - noor during tm imor^ al botwoon tho noxt 
exoeuuon of s aid Po - wor On S olf Toot and next loading of on operating oyotoro for said oompuigF 
oyotom into momory . 

27. (Cuirently Anaended) in an electronic device, a method for displaying selected content tq a 
user of said electronic device, said method comprising the steps of; 

retrieving selected content finom a selected persistent storage medinm location prior to 
loading an operating system for said electronic device into memory; 

creating a ti me interval bv delaiyjngthe loading of an operating system for safd elecnronic 
device into memory: 

displaying said selected content to said user prior to loading an oporoting flyotom for said 
oloocromo dovioo into mwnOT v during said time interval 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory, said updating 
occurring by automatically transferring said selected content firom a second persistent storage 
medium to said designated persistent storage medium location without user input; and 

displaying the updated selected conteni to a user during a created time ii^terval p rior to 
tbfr-a cppmiencemen^ Qf tt^e next loading of an operating system for said electronic device into 
memory. 



28-29. (CanceUed) 

30, (CurrenUy Amended) The method of claim 27 wherein fe an s \acsmn^c dmnr^ f ^, n TT^M]^n^ fnr 
di s ptoyin g ^olootod content to a ^ iQQr of Goid el e ctronigH^e vi o e . gpid method oompriGing tho stop s 

r e trieving - Qolootod oontont from a floloptod porsistont storage medium location prior to 

loading an operating Gystom for a aid olootronio dovioo into memory; 
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displaying s aid soleotod oootont to aoidiisor prior to toadin|^ an operating syacam fix sa id 

olooironio dovioo into momory ^ 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to ihe completion of loading said operating system imo memory? sqid updating 
eeeBSBg-sefiias-by automatically transferring said selected content fixan a remote location to 
said designated persistent storage mediiun locauopT^aft^ 



displaymfi xho updated oolootod oontoat to a user prior to tho next loading of on operating 

sysiem for said olootroiuo dovioo into gtcmory , 

3 X, (Original) The method of claim 27 wherein said i^>dating of the selected conxent stored in 
said designated persistent storage medium location occurs by transferring said selected content 
from a remote location to said designated persistent storage medium location in response to a 
request from said user. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 27 further comprising die steps of: 

providing a process on said electronic device to poll a remote location for updated 
content; 

transferring a portion of said updated content from said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location over an established networic connection, said 
transfer occurring in response to polling from said process, said polling occurring based on past 
polling history from said process to said remote location; 

detemuning the effective bandwidth available to said transfer, and 

predicting the effective bandwidth available to fijture transfers of said updated content 
based on the history of transfers from said remote location to said persistent storage mediimi and 
the results of the transfer of said portion of said updated content; 

computing the time interval to wait until the transfer of the next portion of said updated 
content to said designated persistent storage medium location based on said predicted future 
bandwidth; and 

transferring said next portion of said updated content from said remote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium, the size of said next portion based on said predicted future 
bandwidth. 
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33. (Previously presented) The tnethod of claim 32 fimher comprising the steps of: 



detenuining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said electronic device; and 
comparing said CPU usage of said electronic device against a pre-deiermined paranieter 
prior to determining the available bandwidth of said network connection. 



34- (Previously presented) The method of claim 27 fUrther comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing iwut ( C^PU ) usage of said electronic device; 

compaxing said CPU usage of said el^ncnic device against a pre-deterxnined parameter; 

establishing a connection between said electronic device and a remote location 
containing updated content when said CPU usage is below said parameter, and 

transferring said updated content &om said remote location to said designated persistent 
storage medium location using said connection. 

35, (Previously presented) The method of claim 27 further comprising the steps of: 

determining the central processing unit ( CPU ) usage of said electronic device; 
comparing said CPU usage of said electroiuc device against a pre-determined 
parameten and 

transferring said updated content &om a second persistent storage medium to said 
designated persistent storage medium location. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27 w^iereip la on e l e otronio dovioo. q moihod for 
displaying a e l e ot e d oontCTit to a us e r of said e l e otronii? d ev io e , s aid nit e thod ooroprit^ng dw s top s 



retrieving selectod content from a soloctod persistent storage medium location prior to 

loading on oporatine oyotom for ooid ol i wofonio dovioo into memory; 

displaying emid s a l e otod oomont to said ufior prior to loading on op e roting fiyotem for soid 

olootronio dovioo into motno gyHh^ displayed selected content is b^g-retrieved based upon a 
user profile containing information about the individual tjsert 

updating tbo oolootod oont e m otorod in said soloct e d poroiatont atomgo medium location 

subs e qu e nt to the oomplotion of loading said operaiing s ystem into memory; and 
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dioplayin^^ ibo updatod oolooiod oontOTt to a uoor pnor to the n e xt loadiat; of an operating 
system for said olootroniodevioo iato memory . 



I 37-38, (CanceUed) 




39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27 further In -a n e l e ctronio dovico. q mothorfi fnr 
disploying solociiad oontont to a mov of said el e ctronic d e vice, soid motfaod comprising the steps 
of: 

querying said user prior to loading ^saj^opexaTing system.for said electronic device; 

retrieving cialootod oontont from q poloctod poro j otont oT^^mgo m e dium loo at i on prior to 
loading said operating oyotom into memory; 

displaying taoid oolooted oomont to soid user prior to loading an oporoting oyptom for said 
e l e ctronio dovioo into memory, the di^la y od - s aid_content based upon the respoxises fiom said 
user to said queries^afid 

t ydating th e setoctcd oontoni Gtorod in !:>aid oolociPd piyrEiiGtont storage modium loca ti^ 

Qubooquom to the comploTion of loading said operating oystom into memory; and 

displaying th e updated oolootod content to a user prior to tfao next loading of on oporating 
systom - for ooid olootronic dovioo into memory , 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27 wherem said electronic device is a computer 
system, 

41. (Currently Amended) In an electronic device, a medium holding executable steps for a 
method for displaying selected content to a user of said electronic device, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 
loading an operating system for said electronic device into memory; 

<^e4ting a time inierval by delaying tl^e go a ding of an operating system for said electronic 

4evice into memory: 

displaying said selected content to said user prior to loading an oponiting cyorom for oaid 
olootronio d e vioo into momor v during said rime interval : 
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updating ibe selected content stored in said selected p^istent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory, said updating 
occuring by automatically transfemng said selected content from a lemote location to said 
designated persistent storage medium location; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during a created time interval p rior to 
*s commenrrment of the next loading of an operating system for said eleciromc device into 
memory. 



42. (Previously Presented) The medium of claim 41 wherein said electronic device is a compute 
system- 

43. (Currently Amended) In an electronic device, a medium holding executable steps for a 
method for displaying selected content to a user of said elecironic device, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

retrieving selected content from a selected persistent storage medium location prior to 
loading an operating system for said electronic device into memory; 

g - fgating a time iTitcrva] by delaying the loading/ o f an operatiner system for said electronir^ 

device into memory; 

dispUying said selected content to said user prior to looding an oporaiing o^ stcm for uaxd 
oloctronio dovioQ into momor vd uring said time intervj^ l ; 

updating the selected content stored in said selected persistent storage raedixmi location 
subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory, said updating 
occuring by aansfemng said selected content from a remote location to said designated 
persistent storage medium location in response to a request from a user; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during a created time imerv^i ^ 
the commcncem^t of fte n ext loading of an operating system for said electronic device into 
memory. 

44, (Previously Presented) The raedium of claim 43 wherein said electronic device is a computer 
system. 



14 



PAGE 21/27 ' RCVD AT 7/6/2004 4:13:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€F)(RF-1/1 « DNIS:8729306 • CSID:6177424214 ' DURATION (mm-ss):08H56 



r 



•Jul-06-04 14:21 Frora-LAHIVE & COCIcPfELD, LLP 6177424214 
Applicwou No,: 09/733. 868 



45, (Cmrendy Amended) In a computer system, said system including a Basic Input Output 
System ( BIOS ), said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), and a medium holding 
executable steps for a method for displaying selected content to a user of said system during said 
Power On Self Test, said method comprising the steps of: 

initiating said Power On Self Test; 
creating a time interval between the completioii of said Power On Self Test and a 




commencement of the loading of an operaiin^ system for said computer system: 

retrieving selected content from a designated persistent storage medium location during 
said Power On Self Test, said designated persistem storage medium not holding said BIOS; 



displaying said selected content to said user during at least part of th e ramaindcr of said 
Power On Self Test and during at least part of the created time interval: 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of said Pow e r On Se lf ^ ges n he loading of the operating 
system ; and 

displaying the updated selected content to a user during at least part of t he next execution 
of said Power On Self Tes t and a subsequent created time interval between the completion of 
said Power On Sel f Test and a commencement of the loading of an operating system for said 
computer system , 

46. (Currently Amended) In a computer system, said system including a Basic Input Output 
System ( BIOS ). said BIOS including a Power On Self Test ( POST ), and a medium holding 
executable steps for a method for displaying selected content to a user of said system, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

executing said Power On Self Test; 

creating a time interval between the£omp^etion of said Power On Self Test and ^ 

commencement of the loading of an operating system for said computer svs^eyn; 

retrieving selected coment fiom a designated persistent storage medium location 
subsequent to the completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to loading ^Ae.opemting 
system for said computer system into memory, said designated persistent storage medium not 
holding said BIOS; 
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displaying said selected content to said user wj-a ndiirina said created time interval 
following the completion of said Power On Self Test and prior to loading aa-the operatiiig 
system for said computer system into meraoryi 

updating the selected content stored in said designated persistent storage medium 
location subsequent to the completion of loading said operating system into memory; and 
displaying the updated selected content to a user during an interval between the next 
j execution of said Power On Self Test and next commencement of the loading of aa-the operating 
system for said computer system into memory. 
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